Middle School Curriculum:
Mathematics 8/7:

Pre-requisite: Passing 5th Grade Mathematics

Days per Week: 5

Text: Saxon Math 8/7 (Red 4th Edition)

The sixth grade mathematics students will continue to study a broad range of mathematical topics. They will use everyday situations and problems to further mathematical understanding and develop the ability to explain and justify answers to others. This course will allow students to see the importance of math in everyday life, provide the opportunity for students to become confident in their mathematical abilities, help students develop a repertoire of problem solving strategies, and develop the skills necessary for higher mathematics.

Earth Science:

Pre-requisite: Passing 5th Grade Science

Days per Week: 5

Text: Prentice Hall: Science Explorer Earth Science (level red)

The sixth grade science course builds on the foundations for middle school science program, which integrates earth, life, and physical science. While using the textbook and its accompanying materials we will discover the earth and space through reading, research, hands-on labs, homework, class work, projects, and teacher-students interaction. Appropriate discussion of theory and context is carried out in a variety of formats. Laboratory activities and experiments allow students to use the scientific method and procedures to understand and demonstrate scientific concepts and theories. Middle School Students will be participating in a Science Fair in the Spring in order to test their scientific reasoning and critical thinking skills. They will plan, set up, and complete an experiment, then draw conclusions and communicate their results in a presentation form to be displayed at the science fair.

Advisory (Elective):

Pre-requisite: Required for all 6th Graders
Days per Week: 3

The semester elective course, called Advisory, is a three day a week class which will teach them important skills to aid in their future education, such as leadership, goal setting, study skills, and community service skills. We will work on how to analyze text, note taking skills, time management, study skills, and schedule planning skills. This course will also include a book study portion on, Survival Guide for Students, published by Globe Fearon. 
Language Arts 6: 

Pre-requisite: Passing 5th Grade English
Days per Week: 5

Texts: Great Source Education Group (Houghton Mifflin Company):  Write Sources:  A book for Writing, Thinking, and Learning; McDougal Littell:  Language Network
The sixth grade language arts course is designed to allow students to recognize that writing is a process of constructing meaning and value from experiences, opinions, observations, and ideas as sources for authentic writing.  Students will generate and explore ideas for writing various types of essay formats using pre-writing techniques such as brainstorming, clustering, discussing, dramatizing, reading/listening/viewing, and experiences.  They will plan for writing in such ways as outlining, listening, charting, webbing, and creating story frames.  Throughout each quarter, the students will learn about expository, persuasive, literature responses, and research report essays while incorporating elements of creative writing, such as description, narratives, short stories, and poetry.  In addition to various writing techniques, students will also learn the parts of speech, sentence structure, and how to use words effectively in writing.
Literature 6: 

Pre-requisite: Passing 5th Grade English

Days per Week: 5

Texts:  Literature by McDougal Littell
The sixth grade literature course encompasses many different literary aspects. The textbook covers: Literary Elements, Language and Culture, and Focus on Nonfiction. They will read and study many different styles of writing from the textbook. The students will also read an AR novel each month focusing on a different genre of literature and complete a book report or project on it. The students will also prepare and give a different speech each quarter. They will also focus on vocabulary which is on a SAT level. 
World History: 
Pre-requisite: Passing 5th Grade Social Studies
Days per Week: 4
Texts: Ancient Civilizations by MacMillan/McGraw
After a brief unit on prehistoric peoples, the students learn about the people and events that ushered in the dawn of major Western and non-Western civilizations.  Included are the early societies of the Near East and Africa, the ancient Hebrew civilization, Greece, Rome and the classical civilizations of India and China.
Technology:

Pre-requisite: none

Days per Week: 1

Technology is an important element in our children’s lives.  Our students entering Middle School demonstrate fluency in Microsoft Office Applications along with typing at least 25 words per minute.  Our 5th grade students enter Middle School with the foundation to begin a full laptop immersion program. Students will be able to integrate all Microsoft Office applications into their daily course work. Our school’s technology infrastructure is designed to enhance communication with parents and students with on-line posting of assignments.  A campus wide, high speed wireless infrastructure along with a full-time technology coordinator ensures the technology is effectively integrated into the curriculum.

